FWP Outdoor Report Script

8/15/13

“BROWN TROUT”
  


WINSTON GREELY: MONTANA FISH BIOLOGISTS ARE FINDING BROWN TROUT MORE FREQUENTLY AND IN AREAS NEVER SEEN BEFORE.

SCOTT OPITZ: OVER THE LAST PROBABLY 25 TO 30 YEARS WE HAVE SEEN A PRETTY SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN ABUNDANCE AND A FAIR INCREASE IN THE DISTRIBUTION OVER THAT SHORT TIME FRAME.

WINSTON GREELY: BROWN TROUT WERE FIRST STOCKED IN MONTANA’S MADISON RIVER IN 1902.  OVER THE COURSE OF THE CENTURY BROWN TROUT WERE STOCK OR FOUND IN MOST MAJOR MONTANA RIVERS, HOWEVER IN THE LAST 23 YEARS BROWN TROUT HAVE RAPIDLY EXPANDED THEIR RANGE EVEN FURTHER.

DAVID SCHMETTERLING: EVEN THOUGH BROWN TROUT ARE REALLY POPULAR SPORT FISH, ESPECIALLY IN CERTAIN AREAS, THEY DO POSE THREATS TO SOME FISH INCLUDING OTHER SPORT FISH. ONE OF THE GREATEST THREATS WE SEE THEM AS IS IN REGARDING CONSERVATION OF OUR NATIVE FISH.

WINSTON GREELY:  TO TRY AND LEARN WHAT FACTORS ARE ALLOWING BROWN TROUT EXPANSION, FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS AND THE USGS ARE CURRENTLY CONDUCTING A STUDY. AND WHILE FINDINGS WON’T BE RELEASED TILL NEXT SPRING, SOME OF THE EARLY ANALYSIS POINTS TO CLIMATE CHANGE.

DAVID SCHMETTERLING: BECAUSE THESE TRENDS ARE SO WIDESPREAD, SOMETHING BIG IS AFFECTING BROWN TROUT DISTRIBUTION. AND THAT BIG THING IS PROBABLY CLIMATE CHANGE, THE ACTUAL MECHANISM WE ARE NOT CLEAR ON. 

WINSTON GREELY: BUT EVEN WHEN FISH MANAGERS LEARN OF THESE MECHANISMS, THE DECISIONS ABOUT THE EXPANSION OF BROWN TROUT WILL STILL BE CHALLENGING.

SCOTT OPITZ: SO THE QUESTION BECOMES HOW DO WE BALANCE AN EXPANSION OF A SPECIES LIKE BROWN TROUT THAT IS INCREDIBLY POPULAR ALONG WITH THE POTENTIAL DECLINES WE ARE SEEING WITH OUR NATIVE FISH.

WINSTON GREELY: IN 1918 A FISH AND GAME COMMISSION REPORT WARNED OF HOW STOCKED BROWN TROUT WERE IMPACTING/AFFECTING NATIVE GRAYLING, NOW ALMOST 100 YEARS LATER FISH MANAGERS WILL HAVE TO DECIDE ON WHAT THAT COMMISSION CALLED A DANGEROUS DENISON. WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS.

