FWP Outdoor Report Script

2/21/13

“BREAKS ELK”
  


WINSTON GREELY: NORTHEASTERN MONTANA’S BREAKS COUNTRY HAS A LOT OF ELK, BUT FOR WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS MANAGING THEM CAN BE A CHALLENGE. 

SCOTT THOMPSON: THE PROBLEM IN MUCH OF THE BREAKS IS AS FALL WEARS ON AND ELK CHANGE THEIR PATTERNS, MOVEMENT PATTERNS IS THE MANAGEMENT THAT WE APPLY IS IT APPROPRIATE FOR THE ELK HERD OUT THERE.

WINSTON GREELY:  TO GET A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE BREAKS ELK POPULATION. RESEARCHERS HAVE UNDERTAKEN A TWO YEAR ELK MOVEMENT STUDY.

SCOTT THOMPSON: THE HEART OF THE STUDY IS LOOKING AT HOW ELK MOVE AROUND IN THE FALL AND REALLY THE HUNTING ASPECT OF IT IS WHAT WE ARE INTERESTED IN.

WINSTON GREELY:  THIS IS THE FIRST EASTERN MONTANA ELK RESEARCH IN 30 YEARS, AND WITH THE STUDY’S SCALE, BIOLOGISTS EXPECT THIS NEW DATA WILL EXPAND THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF THIS AREA’S ELK POPULATIONS.

SCOTT THOMPSON: WE’LL LEARN A LOT ABOUT ELK DISTRIBUTION AND MOVEMENTS YEAR ROUND. NOT ONLY IN THE FALL, BUT IT IS GOING TO HELP US DEFINE WINTER RANGES, CALVING AREAS, AND OTHER MOVEMENTS THAT MAY SURPRISE US; SO WE WILL GET A LOT OF INFORMATION FROM THESE COLLARS.

WINSTON GREELY: BIOLOGISTS PLAN TO USE THIS STUDY TO REFINE ELK MANAGEMENT, WHICH THEY HOPE WILL IMPROVE THIS ALREADY POPULAR ELK HUNTING DESTINATION.

SCOTT THOMPSON: I THINK IT’S REALLY GOING TO HIT THE GROUND FOR US; IT’S GOING TO HELP MANAGE ELK NUMBERS AND HELP US UNDERSTAND HUNTER OPPORTUNITY A LOT BETTER.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
