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“BLACK FOOTED FERRETS”


WINSTON GREELY: 30 YEARS AGO THE BLACK FOOTED FERRET WAS THOUGHT TO BE EXTINCT, AND THEN A RARE DISCOVERY IN RURAL WYOMING REVEALED THEY STILL EXISTED. TODAY AFTER YEARS OF CAPTIVE BREEDING AND RELEASE THE BLACK FOOTED FERRET IS STILL ONE OF THE RAREST ANIMALS TO FIND IN THE WILD.

RANDY MATCHETT:  THEY ARE ONE OF THE MOST ENDANGERED MAMMALS IN NORTH AMERICA. AND NOT MUCH IS KNOWN ABOUT THEM THEY ARE A VERY SECRETIVE, NOCTURNAL ANIMAL AND WE DIDN’T REALLY UNDERSTAND A LOT AND THERE WAS A LOT OF LEARN AS YOU GO.

WINSTON GREELY: WHAT MANAGERS HAVE LEARNED IS THE BLACK FOOTED FERRET RELIES EXCLUSIVELY ON PRAIRIE DOGS FOR FOOD AND FOR ITS’ HOME. BUT WITH A FRACTION OF THE HISTORIC PRAIRIE DOG COLONIES LEFT IN THE UNITED STATES. IT HAS BEEN A CHALLENGE TO FIND SUITABLE HABITAT TO RELEASE FERRETS.

RANDY MATCHETT: THERE IS ALSO A LOT MORE EFFORT THAT HAS GONE INTO DOCUMENTING WHERE PRAIRIE DOGS ARE AND SO THERE ARE SOME OTHER AREAS OF MONTANA THAT DO SHOW SOME PROMISE AND MIGHT PROVIDE SOME SUFFICIENT HABITAT FOR FERRETS.

WINSTON GREELY: ANOTHER CHALLENGE FACING FERRET RECOVERY IS PLAGUE, WHICH IS LETHAL TO PRAIRIE DOGS AND FERRETS. 

RANDY MATCHETT: THERE IS SOME NEW THINGS IN THE WORKS IN RESEARCH TRYING TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO BETTER CONTROL PLAGUE BOTH WITH VACCINES IN PRAIRIE DOGS AND IN FERRETS.

WINSTON GREELY:  CURRENTLY MANAGERS ESTIMATE 1000 WILD FERRETS ACROSS THE COUNTRY. AND WHILE THAT MIGHT NOT SEEM LIKE A LOT IT IS A LONG WAY FROM ZERO JUST THREE DECADES AGO. 

RANDY MATCHETT: THAT’S A PRETTY GOOD RECOVERY SUCCESS STORY OF PREVENTING EXTINCTION, BUT CERTAINLY THERE IS STILL A LONG WAY TO GO TO TRY AND DELIST THEM AND HAVE MULTIPLE SELF SUSTAINING POPULATIONS.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.
