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“BIATHLON”
  

WINSTON GREELY: IMAGINE RUNNING UP A FLIGHT OF STAIRS AS FAST AS YOU CAN AND THEN STOPPING TO THREAD A NEEDLE, THIS IS HOW SOME DESCRIBE THE WINTER SPORT OF BIATHLON.

MARC SHEPPARD: THERE ARE FEW THINGS IN THE WORLD, IN TERMS OF SPORTING EVENTS, WHERE YOU CAN COMBINE TWO ELEMENTS THAT ARE JUST COMPLETELY DIFFERENT.

WINSTON GREELY:  BIATHLON IS AN OLYMPIC WINTER SPORT, COMBINING CROSS COUNTRY SKIING WITH TARGET SHOOTING. 

MARC SHEPPARD: IT’S JUST A HUGE CHALLENGE TO BE ABLE TO GO AS HARD AS POSSIBLE AND THEN COME INTO THE RANGE AND BE ABLE TO SHOOT THAT TARGET DOWN THERE THAT IS ONLY ABOUT AN INCH AND A HALF WIDE.

WINSTON GREELY:  AND NOW, WEST YELLOWSTONE HAS ONE OF THE PREMIER BIATHLON FACILITIES IN THE NATION.

MARC SHEPPARD: WE GOT A LOT OF REALLY POSITIVE FEEDBACK WHEN WE FIRST DID THE RENOVATION LAST YEAR, EVEN PEOPLE WHO DON’T DO BIATHLON CAME OUT AND SAID “THIS IS AMAZING THAT YOU HAVE THIS FACILITY HERE.”

WINSTON GREELY (on Camera):  MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS ALONG WITH THE LOCAL COMMUNITY PROVIDED FUNDS FOR THIS RANGE, WHICH IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC YEAR ROUND.

MARC SHEPPARD: IT’S AN OPEN ACCESSIBLE RANGE, SO ANYBODY CAN USE IT, WE JUST ASK THEY CHECK IN SO THEY UNDERSTAND THE MAINTENANCE THEY NEED TO DO BECAUSE IT IS A SELF MAINTAINING RANGE.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS STATE OF THE ART FACILITY, ALSO, HOSTS INTERNATIONAL BIATHLON COMPETITIONS AND HAS INCREASED MONTANANS INTEREST IN THIS CHALLENGING WINTER SPORT.

MARC SHEPPARD: IT WOULD BE RARE FOR US TO NOT HAVE A WEEKEND OUT HERE WHERE SOMEONE WAS NOT TRAINING ON THE RANGE, SO IT REALLY HAS GOTTEN A LOT MORE USE THAN IT USE TOO.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
