FWP Outdoor Report Script

4/17/14

“BATS & CAVERS”
  

WINSTON GREELY: A NEW DEADLY BAT DISEASE IS DRAWING ATTENTION TO MONTANA CAVES AS WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS RUSH TO MONITOR MONTANA’S BATS AND THE CAVERNS THEY LIVE IN. 

BRYCE MAXELL: WE ARE TRYING TO GET INFORMATION ON OUR BATS NOW, BEFORE IT GETS HERE, BECAUSE WE MIGHT NOT HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO GATHER THE INFORMATION LATER.

WINSTON GREELY: WHITE NOSE SYNDROME IS A DEADLY FUNGUS AFFECTING HIBERNATING BATS IN THE EASTERN US. ITS’ RAPID SPREAD ACROSS THE EAST STATES HAS BIOLOGISTS CONCERNED IT COULD SOON APPEAR IN MONTANA. SO EFFORTS ARE UNDERWAY TO MONITOR MONTANA’S HIBERNATING BATS AND DETERMINE IF MONTANA’S CAVES ARE CONDUCIVE TO THE DISEASE. 

BRYCE MAXELL: I WOULD SAY WE ARE TRYING TO GET TO MAYBE A HUNDRED OF THE SEVERAL HUNDRED CAVES THAT ARE IN THE STATE… OOPS, THAT IS WHY YOU WEAR A HELMET.

WINSTON GREELY: THE DANGERS INVOLVED WHEN EXPLORING THESE CAVES LED WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS TO PARTNER WITH A LITTLE-KNOWN GROUP FOR ASSISTANCE.

JAMES CUMMINS: PRIOR TO WHITE NOSE SYNDROME NOBODY KNEW ABOUT CAVING, CAVING COULD STAY SECRET BECAUSE IT JUST WASN’T GETTING ANY PRESS.

WINSTON GREELY: AND NOW WITH THE POSSIBLE THREAT OF THIS DEADLY BAT DISEASE MONTANA CAVERS KNOW THEIR ASSISTANCE IN MONITORING BATS COULD HELP PROTECT THEIR SPORT.

JAMES CUMMINS: IF IT GETS OUT HERE IT COULD SHUT DOWN CAVING, THE AGENCIES WOULD WANT PEOPLE TO STOP CAVING JUST ON THE RISK THAT THEY MIGHT TRANSFER THE DISEASE AROUND.

WINSTON GREELY: MONTANA CAVERS STRONG DESIRE TO PROTECT THE CAVE ENVIRONMENTS THEY LOVE TO EXPLORE HAS MADE FOR A GOOD PARTNERSHIP WITH WILDLIFE BIOLOGISTS IN TRYING TO PROTECT MONTANA’S BATS.

IAN CHECHET: CAVERS DO HAVE A SPECIAL AFFINITY FOR BATS AND KNOWING WE ARE DOING EVERYTHING WE CAN TO PROTECT BATS BEFORE A DISEASE MIGHT COME OUT HERE IS A PRETTY COOL THING.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
