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“BAILEY RESERVOIR”
  


WINSTON GREELY: MANY MONTANA FARMERS LOOK TO THEIR LAND AS A WAY TO INCREASE CROP PRODUCTION, BUT FIFTY YEARS AGO HOWARD BAILEY HAD ANOTHER VISION FOR HIS FARM.

JEANNE MARTIN: DAD COULD JUST VISUALIZE THE LAY OF THE COOLEY THERE AND HE JUST THOUGHT THAT WAS PERFECT FOR A RESERVOIR TO BE PUT IN THERE.

WINSTON GREELY: IT TOOK HOWARD TWO YEARS, USING HIS OWN MONEY AND LABOR TO BUILD HIS DREAM RESERVOIR, BUT THIS AVID OUTDOORSMAN AND ENTERTAINER KNEW IT WOULD BE A GREAT PLACE FOR EVERYONE TO FISH.

JEANNE MARTIN: HE JUST HAD A DREAM THAT IT WOULD BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AND HE LOVED TO ENTERTAIN HE WAS ALWAYS DOWN AT THE RESERVOIR TALKING TO THE PEOPLE THAT WOULD COME DOWN TO THE RESERVOIR FROM ALL OVER.

WINSTON GREELY:  AFTER HOWARD DIED IN 1992, THE FAMILY CONTINUED TO MAINTAIN PUBLIC ACCESS. BUT AFTER MORE THAN FIFTY YEARS OF PRIVATE MANAGEMENT, HOWARD’S FAMILY DECIDED IT WAS TIME TO PRESERVE BAILEY’S RESERVOIR FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

CODY NAGEL: THEY WANTED IT TO GO TO SOMEBODY THAT WOULD KEEP CARRYING ON WHAT HOWARD STARTED BACK IN THE 1960’S WHICH WAS ALLOW A PLACE FOR PEOPLE TO ENJOY OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES.

WINSTON GREELY: FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS RECENTLY ACQUIRED BAILEY’S RESERVOIR, WHICH THROUGH THE YEARS HAS BEEN A PLACE FOR FAMILIES AND KIDS TO GET HOOKED ON FISHING. 

PAT VOLKMAR: IF WE HAD LOST THAT FISHERY, WE WOULD HAVE LOST THE FISHERY FOR FAMILIES AND PEOPLE TO GO GET WARM WATER FISH AND ITS’ EASILY ACCESSIBLE.

WINSTON GREELY: AND NOW, HOWARD BAILEY’S VISION IS EVERYONE’S OASIS ON THE PRAIRIE TO SHARE. WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
