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“ASPEN REGENERATION”
  



WINSTON GREELY: ASPEN TREES ON THE BEARTOOTH FRONT DECLINED BY FIFTY PERCENT DURING THE LAST CENTURY. STARTLED BY THIS DISCOVERY MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS TEAMED UP WITH THE US FOREST SERVICE TO TRY AND CONSERVE ASPEN IN THE BEARTOOTHS.

SHAWN STEWART: WE WERE ABLE TO PUT TOGETHER A PRETTY GOOD CHUNK OF MONEY ON AN ANNUAL BASIS TO GO OUT AND DISTURB ASPEN PATCHES AND BRING ABOUT REGENERATION.

WINSTON GREELY: ASPEN IS CONSIDERED ONE OF THE LARGEST ORGANISMS IN THE WORLD. ONE TREE IS ACTUALLY PART OF A BROADER STAND CALLED A CLONE. TO REGENERATE AN OLDER CLONE YOU CUT DOWN ALL THE TREES AND THEY GROW BACK STRONGER, CREATING BETTER HABITAT FOR WILDLIFE. 

SHAWN STEWART: FROM A WILDLIFE STANDPOINT, ASPEN IS A TREMENDOUS RESOURCE ON THE MOUNTAIN FACE.

WINSTON GREELY: ONE GAME SPECIES ASPEN STANDS ARE CRITICAL HABITAT FOR IS RUFFED GROUSE, SO FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS USES UPLAND GAME BIRD DOLLARS TO MATCH FOREST SERVICE DOLLARS TO FUND THIS PROJECT.

SHAWN STEWART: THE FOREST SERVICE THEY ARE LOOKING TO MAINTAIN DIVERSITY IN THE LANDSCAPE FROM OUR STANDPOINT WE WERE INTERESTED IN MAINTAINING RUFFED GROUSE HABITAT.

WINSTON GREELY:  OVER THE LAST 25 YEARS THIS PROGRAM HAS BEEN FAIRLY SUCCESSFUL IN CONSERVING ASPEN AND RUFFED GROUSE, BUT ITS’ FUTURE IS IN DOUBT.

SHAWN STEWART: THE FUTURE OF THIS PROJECT IS PRETTY SHAKY. THE UPLAND GAME BIRD FUNDS ARE SECURE, BUT THE MATCHING FUNDS FROM THE FOREST SERVICE DUE TO SLASH BUDGETS AT THEIR LEVEL ARE VERY INSECURE.

WINSTON GREELY: TODAY RUFFED GROUSE HUNTING IS THE BEST IT HAS BEEN IN DECADES, BUT TO CONTINUE THIS PROGRAM IN THE FUTURE FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS WILL NEED TO FIND NEW PARTNERS TO CONSERVE ASPEN AND THE ANIMALS THAT USE IT. I’M WINSTON GREELY, OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 
