FWP Outdoor Report Script

1/03/13

“2012 IN REVIEW”
  
WINSTON GREELY:  I’M HERE AT MONTANA WILD IN HELENA TO LOOK BACK AT SOME OF THE OUTDOOR STORIES TO MAKE HEADLINES IN 2012.

WOLVES SEEMED TO BE ON EVERYONE’S MIND THIS PAST YEAR, AS MONTANA CONTINUED ITS’ WOLF HUNT AND FOR THE FIRST TIME ALLOWED A WOLF TRAPPING SEASON. 

IN RELATION TO WOLVES, BIOLOGISTS CONTINUED STUDYING SOUTHWEST MONTANA’S DECLINING ELK POPULATION. RESEARCH, ALSO CONTINUED THIS YEAR LOOKING AT THE EXPANSION OF BRUCELLOSIS OUTSIDE OF YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. AND ONCE AGAIN, BISON MADE HEADLINES THIS YEAR, AS WELL.

HUNTERS HAD A MIXED BAG OF LUCK THIS YEAR, AND WITH MONTANA’S NEW MARCH 15TH DEADLINE FOR ANTLERED DEER AND ELK, MANY LEARNED ABOUT THEIR CHANCES SOONER THAN YEARS PAST.

NEW LANDS OPENED UP TO MONTANA’S BIRD HUNTERS THROUGH THE OPEN FIELDS PROGRAM. AND WITH THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PITTMAN ROBERTSON ACT, MANY HUNTERS TOOK SOLACE IN KNOWING THEIR FUNDS GO A LONG WAY IN PROTECTING MONTANA’S WILDLIFE.

LAST YEAR’S HIGH WATER PROVED BENEFICIAL TO THIS YEARS ANGLERS AS FISHERMEN FROM ACROSS THE STATE REPORTED GREAT FISHING. AND NOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME, MONTANA’S FISH HAVE A STATEWIDE MANAGEMENT PLAN.

FISH CREWS THROUGHOUT THE STATE WERE OUT TO EDUCATE AND PREVENT INVASIVE AQUATIC SPECIES AND OLD MINING RESTORATIONS ON SILVER BOW CREEK NEAR BUTTE AND BELT CREEK NEAR GREAT FALLS WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE MONTANA A GREAT FISHING DESTINATION INTO THE FUTURE.

AND FINALLY, THIS YEAR MONTANA’S NEW, STATE OF THE ART, WILDLIFE EDUCATION CENTER OPENED ITS’ DOORS TO CHILDREN AND ADULTS FROM ACROSS THE STATE. AND THROUGH IT OFFERS ONE MORE INSPIRATION FOR YOU TO GET OUT AND ENJOY MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.
