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FISH & WILDLIFE COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 

Meeting Date: December 10, 2018 

Agenda Item: Fishing Access Site Biennial Rule 

Division: Fisheries      Action Needed: Final 

Time Needed on Agenda for this Presentation: 5 minutes 

 
Background 
 FWP is recommending the commission adopt a Fishing Access Site (FAS) Biennial Rule for 2019-
2020.  The rule pertains to: 

• Fees (camping, group-use permits, facility rentals, special recreation permits) 
• Stipulations on camping at fishing access sites 
• Group-use permit requirements (groups of more than 30 people) 
• Special recreation permit requirements (permit system in place on the Blackfoot and Madison 

rivers for commercial use, competitive events, organized group activities) 
 
The new rule would replace the current FAS Biennial Rule, which was adopted by the commission in 
December 2016.  The proposed rule contains no changes to the fees, stipulations or regulations 
governing the activities listed above. 
 
Public Involvement Process & Results  
The commission approved the proposed rule for a public comment, which was taken from October 25 
to  November 26.  Two comments have been received as of November 21: one related to formatting of 
the rule and the second addressed the camping fees.  It was noted that the fees for seniors and the 
disabled (required to be discounted by 50% per statute) were slightly lower than that charged at state 
parks, producing inconsistency within the agency.  
 
Alternatives and Analysis  
The commission could 1) adopt the rule as presented, 2) make changes based on public comment and 
adopt the rule, or 3) seek additional public comment prior to adoption. 
 
Agency Recommendation & Rationale  
FWP recommends the commission adopt the FAS Biennial Rule as presented.  The commission 
increased the camping fees in 2016, and the department does not desire to raise or adjust them again so 
soon.  The near lack of public comment on the issue suggests that the current fee structure is sufficient. 
 
Proposed Motion 
I move that the commission adopt the Fishing Access Site Biennial Rule for 2019-2020 as presented.   
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