4 |

Rose, Sharon

From: Rose, Sharon

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 2:25 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 01 (Spenner)--FW: Public Comment; Fish Creek WMA, Koch Additicn--Draft EA
From:

Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2018 8:57 AM
To: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>
Subject: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Name: mike spenner

City: missoula

] would like to voice my support for this land acquisition. As a majority of the funds for this come from Pittman-
Roberison dollars and other generous donors {(TU and Northwestern Energy) the only short term budgetary
consideration is a meager $200k from FWP. This represents about 20 cents per Montanan, seems [ike a no brainer. In
the hroader perspective, the habitat management consistency and removal of the sure to be subdivision of this land in
the future sure seems like a win for Montanans.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon

From: Rose, Sharon

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 2:26 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 02 (DNRC, SToren--FW. Public Comment; Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

From: rstorer@mt.gov <rstorer@mt.gov>

Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2018 9:52 AM

To: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>

Subject: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Name: Boh Storer

City: Missoula

FY| - The ownership of the NW1/4 Sec 34, T14N-R25 (adjacent to the Whitehorse parcel) is shown on the map in this EA
as being state trust [and.

This particular parcel was exchanged to the National Forest in December of 2010 in the Lolo Land Exchange.

This e-mail was generated from the "Fish Creek WMA, Koch Additicn--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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# 3o

Rose, Sharon

From: Rose, Sharon

Sent; Tuesday, March 20, 2018 2:26 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 03a (Merifield)--FW: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

«ror:

Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2018 12:18 PM
To: Rose, Sharon <shrose @mt.gov>
Subject: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Name: James Merifield

City: Missoula

Is This expanded real estate a part of the Fish Creek State Park?

The expanded real estate and and access should include ATV access using existing roads/trails to create a 30 to 40 mile
loop ride including the FCSP..
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# 2b

Rose, Sharon

From: - sim merifielc [

Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 11:35 AM

To: Rose, Sharon

Ce: Hathaway, Michae!; Bradley, Liz

Subject: 03b (Merifield)--EA Fish Creek WMA Proposed Acquisition of Koch Inholdings.
Categories: 1o--EAs & Sign-ups

‘Reference: Draft EA Fish Creek WMA Proposed Acquisition of Koch Inholdings. Alberton Meeting

| suppori the proposed acquisition of the two areas defined in the EA for all that it does for the wildlife of the
area.

I also request FWP do the following to support access for the public.

1. Provide vehicle parking areas for fishers and hikers.
2. Pravide public access to the Whitehorse track. That means no closed gates except during hunting season.

3. Provide public access to existing logging roads in the Whitehorse track for motorized and non motorized use
(ATV, bikes, snowmobites, hike, & horseback).

4. Provide public access to existing logging roads in the Fish Creek State Park. That means no closed gates.
Open gates at Mile 7 of road 341 and roads off of Williams pass junction, and roads off 341 south of the pass.

5. Provide public access to existing logging roads to connect Williams pass and the Whitehorse track.

6. Provide weed control where it is the worst.

The overall intent is to provide public access to greatest number of Montanans and other visitors

whao are not able to hike 10 to 20 miles of mountains.

Thank you.
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James Merifield

Missoula MT 59808
I

Sent from Outlook
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#4

Rose, Sharon

From: Rose, Sharon

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 2:27 PM

To; Rose, Sharon

Subject: 04 (Paulson)--FW: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Dratt EA
From:

Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 10:38 AM
To: Rose, Sharan <shrose@mt.gov>
Subject: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Kach Addition--Draft EA

Name: Troy Paulson
City: Bozeman
As a Montana resident and avid hunter/fisherman | am favor of this acquisition. An increase in public access and

recreational opportunities is always a win.

Thank you,

Troy Paulson
Bozeman

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon

From; Rose, Sharon

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 2:27 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 05 {Merlino}-~FW: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

rrom: [

Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 3:13 PM
To: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>
Subject: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Name: Adam merlino
City; Stevensville
Great idea

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon :H;@

From: Rose, Sharon 7

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 2.28 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 06 (Wuerthner)--FW: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

From: George Wuerthner

Sent: Wednesday, March 14, 2018 7:19 PM

To: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>

Subject: Re: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

1am all in favor of this Fish Creek acquisition,
Geo. Wuerthner
On Wed, Mar 14, 2018 at 6:10 PM, Rose, Sharon <shrose@mi.gov> wrote:

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) invites public review of its proposal to acquire fee title to
approximately 276 acres {rom a private party, as an addition to FWP’s adjacent 35,041-acre Fish
Creek Wildlife Management Area (FCWMA), located south of Tarkio in Mineral County. The

. proposed acquisition property is composed of two private inholding parcels: the approximately
116-acre Whitehorse parcel (just west of Whitehorse Gulch, off West Fork Fish Creek) and the 160-

~acre Main Stem Fish Creek parcel. FWP’s purpose for purchasing the land is to manage the

- important habitat (including 1.2 miles of riparian and fisheries habitat along Fish Creek) for deer,
elk and other wildlife, and to prevent this habitat from potentially being developed or subdivided.
Public access and recreational opportunities would be increased by managing the property as part
of FCWMA.

A draft environmental assessment (EA) has been prepared describing this proposal. The EA may
be obtained by mail from Region 2 FWP, 3201 Spurgin Road, Missoula 59804; by phoning 406-
542-5540; by emailing shrose@mt.gov; or by viewing FWP’s Internet website http:/ /fwp.mt.gov

. (“Public Notices,” beginning March 14).

- The direct web link for this EA and comment opportunity is:

hitp:/ /fwp.mt.gov/news/publicNotices/environmentalAssessments/acouisitionsTradesAndLeases
/pn 0215.html

Comments may be made on FWP’s website or may be directed to Sharon Rose at the mail or email
~addresses above. Comments must be received by FWP no later than April 13, 2018.

71



+ FWP will hold a public hearing in Alberton on Thursday, March 22 at 6:30 p.m. at the ?
. Alberton Community Center (701 Railroad Ave) to discuss the proposal, answer questions, and
‘ take public comment.

- Thank you.

Sharon Rose
Comments Coordinator, Region 2
- Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

3201 Spurgin Rd, Missoula, MT 59804

408-542-5540

Fax 408-542-55629

shrose@mt.gov
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Rose, Sharon _ i17:!"

From: Rose, Sharon

Sent; Tuesday, March 20, 2018 2:28 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 07 (Turnery--FW: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

From: Monte Turner |

Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2018 5:19 AM
To: Rose, Sharon <shrose @mt.gov>
Subject: RE: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Thanks much! It is posted on the Community Calendar at www.MineralCammunityHospital.org so keep ‘em coming!

Ainerat Community
Hospital
W ?ﬂ’rﬂ“ﬂ aw’:m_; SRU NN R

M_o_ﬁlner | Patient Satisfaction/Emergency Preparedness Coordinator

Minaral Community Hespital
1208 6th Avenue East + PO Box 66 | Superior, MT 58872
{4GG) 822-6122 | Fax {406) £22-4583 www.MineralCommunityHospital.org

From: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, March 14, 2018 7:10 PM
To: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>

Cc: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>
Subject: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) invites public review of its proposal to acquire fee title to
approximately 276 acres from a private party, as an addition to FWP’s adjacent 35,04 1-acre Fish
Creek Wildlife Management Area (FCWMA), located south of Tarkio in Mineral County. The
proposed acquisition property is composed of two private inholding parcels: the approximately 116-
acre Whitehorse parcel (just west of Whitehorse Gulch, off West Fork Fish Creek} and the 160-acre
Main Stem Fish Creek parcel. FWP’s purpose for purchasing the land is to manage the important
habitat (including 1.2 miles of riparian and fisheries habitat along Fish Creek) for deer, elk and
other wildlife, and to prevent this habitat from potentially being developed or subdivided. Public
access and recreational opportunities would be increased by managing the property as part of
FCWMA.

A draft environmental assessment (EA) has been prepared describing this proposal. The EA may
be obtained by mail from Region 2 FWP, 3201 Spurgin Road, Missoula 59804; by phoning 406-542-
5540; by emailing shrose@mt.gov; or by viewing FWP’s Internet wehsite http:/ /fwp.mt.gov (“Public
Notices,” beginning March 14).

The direct web link for this EA and comment opportunity is:
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http:/ /fwp.mt.gov/news/publicNotices/ environmentalAssessments / acquisitionsTradesAndLeases/
pn 0215 htmi

Comments may be made on FWP’s website or may be directed to Sharon Rose at the mail or email
addresses above. Comments must be received by FWP no later than April 13, 2018.

FWP will hold a public hearing in Alberton on Thursday, March 22 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Alberton Community Center (701 Railroad Ave) to discuss the proposal, answer questions, and
take public comment.

Thank you.

Sharon Rose

Comments Coordinator, Region 2
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

3201 Spurgin Rd, Missoula, MT 59804
406-542-5540

Fax 406-542-5529

shrose@mt.cov
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Rose, Sharon

From: Rose, Sharon

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 2:29 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 08 (Dupree)--FW: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

rrom: Beverly Duprec [ NN

Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2018 9:21 AM
To: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>
Subject: Re: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Thanks for sending this. What is the deadline for comments?

On Wednesday, March 14, 2018, 7.10:51 PM MDT, Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov> wrote:

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) invites public review of its propesal to acquire fee title to approximately 276 acres
from a private party, as an addition to FWP’s adjacent 35,041-acre Fish Creek Wildlife Management Area (FCWMA),
located south of Tarkio in Mineral County. The proposed acquisition property is composed of two private inholding
parcels: the approximately 116-acre Whitehorse parcel {just west of Whitehorse Gulch, off West Fork Fish Creek) and the
160-acre Main Stem Fish Creek parcel. FWP's purpose for purchasing the land is to manage the important habitat
(including 1.2 mites of riparian and fisheries habitat along Fish Creek) for deer, elk and other wildlife, and to prevent this
habitat from potentially being developad or subdivided. Public access and recreational opportunities would be increased
by managing the preperty as part of FCWMA.

A draft environmental assessment (EA) has been prepared describing this propesal. The EA may be obtained by mail
from Region 2 FWP, 3201 Spurgin Road, Missoula 59804; by pheoning 406-542-5540; by emailing shrose@mt.qgov; or by
viewing FWP's [nternet website http//ffwp.mt.qov ("FPublic Natices,” beginning March 14).

The direct web link for this EA and comment cpportunity is:

hitp:/ffwp.mt.govinews/publicNotices/environmenialAssessments/acquisitionsTradesAndLeases/pn 0215.html

Comments may be made on FWP's website or may be directed to Sharon Rose at the mail or email addresses
above. Comments must be received by FWP no later than April 13, 2018.

FWP will hold a public hearing in Alberton on Thursday, March 22 at 6:30 p.m. at the Alberton Community Center
(701 Reilroad Ave) ta discuss the proposal, answer questions, and take pubiic comment.
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Thank you.

Sharon Rose

Comments Coordinafor, Region 2
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

3201 Spurgin Rd, Missoula, MT 59804
406-542-5540

Fax 406-542-5529

shrose@mt.gov
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Rose, Sharon ik {@

From; Rose, Sharon

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 2:30 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 10 (anon 1)}--FW: Public Comment; Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
From:

Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 4:32 PM
To: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>
Subject: Public Comment: Fish Creel WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Name:

City:

Sounds like a good thing, but you should ask the 454 people that where for the limited permit area for mule deer in HD
103 just in case seeing they are the majerity of the Montana peopke, or maybe purchase it and make ali animals in that
area limited permit because making limited permit areas apparently give hunting opportunities not take opportunities
away. FWP is curupt so it doesn't matter at the end. The letters that where submitted wanting names and email
addresses could of been faked , check this email out

This e-mail was generatad from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon :H: I[

From: Rose, Sharon

Sent: Tuesclay, March 20, 2018 2:38 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 11 (Maetzold)--FW: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Kach Addition--Draft EA

From: Rose, Sharon

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 2:33 PM

To: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>

Subject: 11 (anon 2)--FW: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

From
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 5:33 PM

To: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>

Subject: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft FA

Name: Charlie
City: WHITEFISH
sounds like a good idea to me.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon

From: Rose, Sharon

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 2:41 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 12 (anon 2)--FW: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
From: [

Sent: Sunday, March 18, 2018 11:14 AM
To: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>
Subject: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Name:
City:
[ absolutely support this. The last thing we need is another subdivision going in, let?s keep Montana wild

This e-mail was generataed from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon :H; | 3

From: Rose, Sharon

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 2:45 PM

To: Rose, Sharen

Subject: 13 (Lian)--FW: Public Comment; Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

From: [

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 12:33 PM
To: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mti.gov>
Sulject: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Name: Bret Lian

City: Jefferson City

I strongly support the acquisition of this additional 276 acres to the already existing Fish Creek WMA. This is important
habitat for wildlife, is beautiful riparian habitat, and is the type of land we don't want subdivided. Montanans in the
future wili be glad we had set it aside in the name of the public.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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4 14

Rose, Sharon

From: Rose, Sharon

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 2:49 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 14 (Martin)--FW; Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
From:

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 6:53 FM
To: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>
Subject: Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Name: Gerald Martin
City: Trout Creek
| support the proposed acquisition of the two properties, 1 think this is a wonderful cpportunity and will benefit

wintering deer and elk by reducing potential development and building in the area,

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA" Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon

# 15

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Categories:

Name:
City:

Monday, March 19, 2018 7:11 PM
Rose, Sharon
15 (anon 3)--Public Comment: Fish Craek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

1b--EAs & Sign-ups

l'am in favor of these purchases because | believe it is important to preserve this area in its natural state and to prevent
future development of these irreplaceable lands.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon _-j:l‘ (@

From: I

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 7:38 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 16 (anon 4)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: Th--EAs & Sign-ups

Name:

City:

This purchase would be a great step in showing FWP?s priority of ensuring quality habitat stays connected. These are
the types of purchases that when looked back upon will be seen as pivotal for the future of conservation. People need
public land to connect with nature. Please support this purchase!

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon jjdf f'q”

From: _

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 8:15 PM

To: Raose, Sharon

Subject: 17 {Duncan}--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Nama: Mike Duncan

City: Bozeman

The Fish Creek WMA is a beautiful and important piece of public land used by myself and many people | know. More
importantly, it's vital habitat for fish and wildlife. Securing the additional 300 acres would help preserve wintering
habitat for many wildlife and maintain valuable bull trout habitat. | support the acquisition of these properties to help
ensure the long-term viability of the Fish Creek watershed.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA’ Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon ,‘& l
From: I

EQSS

Sent: Maonday, March 19, 2018 817 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 18 (Hettick)--Public Comment; Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1h--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Buzz Hettick
City: Laramie, Wyoming
Dear MTFWP,

| am writing this letter in support of the MTFWP acquiring the two parcels located in the Fish Creek Drainage West of
Missoula Mentana, specifically the Whiteharse parcel and Main Stem Fish Creek parcel. These 2 parcels would help
secure 2 key inholdings in the Fish Creek WMA, protecting quality fish and wildlife habitat, as well as securing long-term
recreational opportunities. | have done considerable amounts of recreating in this area in the past, and would like to see
thase parcels acquired for future generations. Quality pieces of property like this are often times developed, which can
lead to all kinds of issues for the surrounding public lands. Things like weed infestations, stream siltation, loss of winter
range habitat, loss of species diversity, etc. are mast likely the resuit of development.

For these reasons | highly encourage this propoesal move forward and that the MTFWP acquire these 2 parcels.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon

# 9

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Categories:

Name: Everett Headley
City: Stevensville

Moncday, March 19, 2018 8:54 PM
Rose, Sharon
19 (Headley)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

1h--EAs & Sign-ups

Fish Creek is perhaps the closest land to my heart in all Montana. tt is where | first learned to hunt, track deer, saw a
moose, learned bears climbed trees. Until it was washed out two years ago, my favorite fishing hole in all of the state
was on Fish Creek.  could probably drive from the interstate and name every drainage as we drove by them. There is
incredible history that | imagine few know about.

| urge you to complete this sale and return these lands to public lands.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA’ Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon JH: .10

From: I

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 8:59 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 20 (Not‘gestad)——Puinc Cornment; Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: Th--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Ryan Nottestad

City: GLENDIVE

I'm writing in support of this acquisition. This land provides some winter range, important travel corridors for wildlife
and important fish habitat. The purchase will ensure the land is not further developed and opens more land to public
use.

Regards

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon

#al

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Categories:

Name: Jason Snyder

City: Spakane

Monday, March 19, 2018 9:46 PM
Rose, Sharan
21 {Snyder)--Public Comment; Fish Creek WI\/]A, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Th--EAs & Sign-ups

| strongly support this land acquisition. My family and | return to Montana every year to recreate, fish, and hunt. We do
so because you of the incredible habitats and landscapes.

Development is much easier to avoid than to reverse, and the value of fisheries hab in this drainage should make this an
easy decision. | am a huge advocate for moving forward with this purchase.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.

55



Rose, Sharon

# 22—

From: I

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 10.09 PM

To: Rase, Sharon

Subject: 22 {anon 5)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1h--EAs & Sign-ups

Name:

City:

I support the addition of the Main Stem Fish Creek parcel and the Whitehorse parcel to the FCWMA,

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon

# 22

From:

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 4,53 AM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 23 (Phillips)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Austin Phillips
City: Lewisiown
t'am in favor of this proposal. Increase public access and protect important habizat.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon

From: I

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 7:57 AM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 24 (Shearer)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1hb--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Jeff Shearer

City; Victor

| fully support MT FWP's acquisition of these two parcels. Given the area's relative proximity to Missoula and
surrounding communities, these lands provide a prime opportunity to enhance the public's access to public lands and
fishing opportunities along Fish Creek. We continually lose big game winter hahitat with every valley bottom that's
developed. This roject provides an opportunity to secure such habitat in an area where elk populations are still
recovering. Thank you.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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#1535

Rose, Sharon

From: |

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 6:42 AM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 25 (Lighthall)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name; David Lighthall

City: Missoula

| wholly support FWP's acquisition of the proposed parcels for management within the Fish Creek WMA. Fish Creek is
one of the last, best "creeks” in Western Montana that remains healthy enough to support a vibrant native trout
population. and a robust population of game, wildlife, and the flora upon which they subsist. | spend several weeks each
year fishing and exploring Fish Creek from top to bottom, and | believe it is critical that this cold-water fishery and
natural habitat be preserved for generations to come. | realize many "local” interests resist public ownership and
management of the majority of Fish Creek's riverbanks and surrounding lands, but | believe much of that resistance
ignores the multitude of public uses FWP's ownership/management of these lands support, and the revenues Fish Creek
genarates for Mineral County through the public's recreational use of the resource. Again, | support the proposal 110%
and | appreciate the opportunity to comment on this impaortant topic.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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#20

Rose, Sharon

From: I

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 10:28 AM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 26 (Hodges, R)--Pullic Comment; Fish Creek WMA, Kach Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Randy Hodges

City: Stevensville, MT

| am writing in favor of the purchase of the Koch properties by FWP within the Fish Creek WMA. | think FWP has done a
fantastic job keeping this drainage intact and wild. These purchases would fit in nicely with the heritage of the how this
drainage has become public land through the Montana Legacy Project purchase from TNC, and additiona! Hulme and
Rehbein purchases of 2014 and 2015.

Fish creek continues to provide vast ecological and recreational value to Western Mantana. Securing this land for the
people of Montana would be a wise investment in ours and our children's futures.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon

:Af;z_"?

Fron:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Categories:

Name:
City:

Tuesday, March 20, 2018 10:36 AM
Rose, Sharon
27 (anon 6)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Th--EAs & Sign-ups

| oppose this land purchase. Taking more fand out of private hands for the state to gain more contro! continues to
deprive Montanans of their chance to own more than just small parcels in and around town and cities.

This e-mail was generated from the "Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon %gﬁ

From: I

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 11:21 AM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 28 (Shockley)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Dick Shockley
City: Gallatin Gateway

Please acquire that addition to the Fish Creek WMA. It will be a wise investment on behalf of generations of outdoor
users.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon

H24

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Categories:

Name: Jonathan Nutt

City: Ennis, MT

Tuesday, March 26, 2018 11:39 AM
Rose, Sharon
29 (Nutt)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Thisis a great idea. I fully support this purchase. The previous purchase made by FWP in the area of the Fish Creek
Wildlife Management Area is an incredible success story. This is a great opportunity for all people who enjoy the

outdoors.

This e-malil was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon .‘H”ﬁﬁ

From: ]

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 2:41 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 30 (Neff)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Name: Adam Neff

City: CASHMERE

[ fully support this acquisition. Fish Creek is a gem fram local as well as traveling anglers (me). This acquisition allows
user to not have to consult some ownership map when fishing the lower section, which makes life much easier for the
casual user.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WIMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page,
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Rose, Sharon ’#;.5 I

From: Susan Reneau [ NG

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 3:44 PM

To: Rose, Sharon; Crowser, Vivaca

Subject: 31 (Reneau, S)--1 TOTALLY support use of my license money for purchase of private land
to become state land for hunting, fishing and other recreation and to help wildlife

Attachments: FWP Seeking Comment on Proposed Land Acquisition within Fish Creek WMA pdf

Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Dear Vivaca and Sharon,

Please mark me as a YES for the purchase of 276 acres of private land within the Fish Creek Wildlife Management Area
that is currently private land for wildlife and recreation. As a hunter and someone that buys hunting and fishing licenses
simply to support FWP and wildlife, | want my money to go for ANY purchase of any private land for such projects. |
wish we could use our hunting and fishing tag money for more land.

Thanks.
Susan Campbell Rengau

Missoula, MT 59803

Yes, we moved from Blue Mountain after 25 years. so far from
town. We now live in We
went from 2,500 square feet to 5,000 square feet so now we have a woman/man cave of all our dead heads and library

books.

From: Crowser, Vivaca <Vcrowser@mt.gov>

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 3:34 PM

To: Undisclased recipients:

Subject: FWP NEWS: FWP Seeking Comment on Proposed Land Acquisition Within Fish Creek WiMA

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—March 19, 2018

FWP Seeking Comment on Proposed Land Acquisition Within Fish Creek WMA

Montana Fish, Wildiife & Parks (FWP) is seeking comment on a proposal to acquire 276 acres
of private land located within the outer boundaries of Fish Creek Wildlife Management Area
(WMA), west of Missoula.

The proposed addition includes private inhoidings that would become part of FWP’s 35,041-
acre Fish Creek WMA. The land would be managed for fish and wildlife habitat and public
access and recreation.

FWP will hold a public hearing in Alberton on Thursday, March 22 at 6:30 p.m. at the Alberton
Community Center (701 Railroad Ave) to discuss the proposal, answer questions, and take
public comment.
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The proposed acquisition is important habitat for deer, elk, moose and other wildlife, and :ﬁk 3{
includes over a mile of fisheries habitat along and within Fish Creek that is some of the best
remaining habitat in the area for bull trout and westslope cutthroat.

Toreview the draft EA and to comment, go to FWP’s website, fwp.mt.gov, under “News,” then
“Recent Public Notices.” Or, request information or comment by contacting Region 2 FWP,
3201 Spurgin Rd., Missoula 59804; by phoning 406-542-5540; or by emailing

shrose@mt.gov. Comments must be submitted by 5p.m. on April 13, 2018.

.-pr-.

Vivaca Crowser

Information & Education Program Manager
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Region 2
3201 Spurgin Road |Missoula, MT 58804
(desk) 406.542.5518 | (cell) 406.240.2004
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Rose, Sharon

From: Todd Skibbe NG

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 11:09 AM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 32 (Skibbe)--Private parcel addition to Fish Creek WMA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Hello,

I strongly support the acquisition of the 276 acre parcel by the State of Montana.
Thanks,

Todd Skibbe
Alberton, MT
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Rose, Sharon ' 4# 33

From: I

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 3:21 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 33 {Heater)--Public Comment; Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name; Travis Heater

City: Trout Creek

The Fish Creek drainage is a special place for both wildlife and public recreation. The acquisition of these two parcels by
FWP would help maintain the strong history of public use that this area has had for many decades. Not taking this step
risks the future development of these inholdings and the loss of important winter range for the local deer and elk herds.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA’ Public Notice Web Page.
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= By

Rose, Sharcon

From: I

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 4:19 PM
To: Rose, Sharon
Subject: 34 {FVAS, Leach)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

Name: Roesemary Leach
City: Missoula
HiSharon and FWP,

Five Valleys Audubon, Missoula, would like to go on record supporting the purchase of the Koch inheldings in the Fish
Creek Wildlife Management Area. The purchase of inhaldings is important in minimizing fragmentation and maintaining
habitat corridors for wildlife use. The purchase is also important to maintain access for the public, as well as to maintain
fand uses that are compatible with fish and wildlife protection and management. Thanks for sending this proposal.

Sincerely, Rosemary Leach, Certified Wildlife Biologist, President, Five Valleys Auduban Scciety, Missoula

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA’ Public Notice Web Page.

40



Rose, Sharon ﬁ 3 5
From: .

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 4:44 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 35 (Murtagh)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft FA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

s

Name: charles r murtagh
City: Bozeman
The subsequent Fish Creek purchase /proposat is a good idea and a good investment in our public lands efforts...

This e-mait was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition-Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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#H 24

Rose, Sharon

From: I

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 5:18 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 36 (Stoudt)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Rose Stoudlt
City: Missoula
| support the purchase of these lands.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA’ Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon ;& 3 —7

From: I

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 7:07 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 37 {Hedges, K)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Kaitie

City: Stevensville

[ believe these properties would be a great addition to the existing FCWMA. They are much more useful to the public as
a natural recreational area rather than a possible subdivision.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon ;H 35

From: I

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 7:12 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 38 (Mielke)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1h--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Nathan Mielke
City: Breezy Point, MN
I'm in favor of acquiring fee title to 276 acres.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon -ﬁ" 36(
From: I

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 8:51 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 39 (Monnig}--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ugps

Name: Edward Monnig

City: Missoula

I very much support this acquisition. Managing under one consclidated ownership is much more effective and efficient,
than managing under mixed ownership.

The riparian resources on these properties will add substantially to the value of the Fish Creek Wildtife Management
Area,

This is a sensible acquisition. Thank you

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA" Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon ‘ﬁ‘ L"o

From: _

Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 9:11 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject; 40 (Tayler)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories; Th--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Charles Taylor

City: Whitefish

This would be a great step forward for the Fish Creek area. I've fished, hiked and hunted this area for a good portion of
earlier years.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition—-Draft EA’ Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon

Byl

From:
Sent:
To:
Suhbject:

Categories:

Name: Carly Aniballi

City: Alberton

Wednesday, March 21, 2018 10:58 AM
Rose, Sharon
41 (Annibali)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA

1b--EAs & Sign-ups

I support the acquisition of these parcels provided that recreational, hunting, and fishing access is maintained.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon 'H LIL7*
From: paul & Pam Reed I

Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 16:51 AM

To: Rose, Sharon

Cc Bradley, Liz

Subject: 42 {Reed, P & P)--Support of Proposed Land Acquisition within Fish Creek WMA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

To Whom It May Concern:

We have been landowners and residents of Mineral County for atmost 20 years. We were married at the Hole in the
Wall in 1996, We reside at Cyr which is near the 276 acres FWP is propasing to purchase.

We have seen many changes up Fish Creek these past 20 years. We now have a grave! pit in Daigle Flats which is a
known calving area and winter range for elk and other wildlife. We did not support this but the DEQ did not consider
our viewpoints and opinions and allowed the gravel pit and asphalt plant into this area. We have watched Plum Creek
sell off parcels of critical creek access land to private landowners who have now fenced off the land not allowing any
public access. Needless to say, Fish Creek has changed drastically. We are very grateful that FWP was able to purchase
the 35,041 acre WA otherwise we hate to think what Fish Creek would have become,

We relocated to Montana, specifically Mineral County, because of our love of the Fish Creek area, the abundant wiidlife,
beautiful landscape, the access to public fand and, at the time, access to Plum Creek land. We support any effort to
protect the habitat for deer, elk, moose and other wildlife and the fisheries habitat along and within Fish Creek. We also
support this effort because it will keep these 276 acres publicly owned and protect them from the purchase and
potential subdivision by outsiders who have no understanding or appreciation for what we hold dear. We understand
that the State will pay property tax to Mineral County just as a private landowner so the county should not lose money
on this transaction.

We apologize we are not abie to attend the public hearing in Alberton on March 22 to show our support for this
endeavor,

If you have any questions, please let me know.

Thank you,

Paul and Pam Reed

Alberton, MT 59820

I i )
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Rose, Sharon :& L{ 3

From: _

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 1:.09 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 43 (Garner}--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1h--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Dwayne C Garner

City: Missoula

| am totally in favor of this land acquisition. | am 71 years old and have lived in Missoula my whole life and have seen
where & simple act would have changed things in the future. This is one of those, usually it goes the other way and is
ruined for the public. | do hope access will be restricted to non motorized .

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon

444

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Categories:

Peck, Wiily

Wednesday, March 21, 2018 10:43 AM
Rose, Sharon

44 (IFG, Peck)~-Fish Creek land acquistion
FWP Fish Creek.docx

1h--EAs & Sign-ups

Please find attached cornments for the propose land acquisition in Fish Creek.

Willy Peck

ldaho Forest Group

Unless specifically stated, (i) this email does not create a legal relationship between Idaha Forest Group, LLC including its
subsidiaries and affiilates (colfectively "Idaho Forest Group™) and the recipient, and (Ii) Idaho Forest Group disclaims any fiability for
the content of this emaif or for the consequences of any acticns taken on the basis of the information provided in this email or its
attachments. This email is intended solely for the use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain infarmation that is confidential,
privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient of this emali, please notify the sender, and
delete it from your system. In communicating via email with Idaho Forest Group, you consent to the foregoing.

Idaho Forest Group, 687 Canfleld Ave., Coeur d'Aleng, ID 83815 www.idfg.com
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March 21, 2018

Region 2 Fish Wildlife and Parks
Spurgin Road
Missoula, MT. 59804

VIA Email: shrose@mt.gov

Subject: Proposed land acquisition within Fish Creek WMA. Please include us in all future
correspondence related to this issue.

To Whom it May Concern,

These comments are heing offered on behalf of the Idaho Forest Group (IFG) in St. Regis, Montana. We
are excited to be part of the business community here in Montana with the recent purchase of the
sawmill in St. Regis. Our primary focus is the purchase of timber and production and sale of quality
lumber. However, we are staunch supporters of projects and programs that improve wildlife and
recreational opportunities in Montana,

The purchase of critical habitats such as the Whitehorse and Main Stem Fish Creek Parcels by Montana
FWP and adding them to the Fish Creek Wildlife Management Area is strongly supported by IFG. The
addition of 1.2 miles of riparian and fisheries habitat is critical to the continued management of bul}
trout and westslope cutthroad trout.

Many of our employees utilize the Fish Creek drainage for fishing, hunting, camping, hiking, and many
other activities. The purchase of this property will increase access and improve racreational activities
along the Fish Creek corridor.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this proposed action,.

Respectfuily,

William R Peck, IFG Forestry



Rose, Sharon :H' %5
From: ]

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 3:13 PM

To: Rose, Sharcn

Subject: 45 (Williams)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: Tb--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: JASON WILLIAMS
City:
Comment in support of these acquisitions to add high quality game and fish habitat to the Fish Creek WiMA.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Wab Page.
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Proposed Koch Addition to Fish Creek WMA
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PUBLIC COMMENT FORM *

Name de\mwhc( \[\[E[{mg
B

siess s 20, 5o [N

Town, State ZIP#* M ssoale M T 59 %00

Affiliation--if you are officially commenting for a group (or business):

Please submit your commentq 1rguments and/or endorsements in the following space. Attach
additional information to this form if you wish. Thank you for your interest in this proposal.

*EWP must receive your comments no later than April 13, 2018

**Optional, but if you provide this information, WP can later update you on this proposal.



Y

Comments on Koch. Addition to Fish Creek WMA -- Raymond Willms -

For qu:te a few years ! have ﬂshed the Ctark Fork R;ver regularly in ereas from
Missoula to St Regis Tam very mtereeted in the health of this flshery and its
potential mprovement. That is why [ am enthused about the proposed land
acquisition of Fish Creek parcels, one of which includes a key tributary of the
Clark Fork, Focusing on the fishery aspect, | very much support the acquisition
of the added 1.2 miles along the main stem of Fish Creek. This would help
ensure the health of the fisheries in the Clark Form system, especially the
threatened bull trodt, and the west slope cutthroat. What better way to do that
than by conserving and managing prime spawning and rearihg habitat for these
fish, and their migration route through the system and to and from the Clark Fork
River. This ecqwsmon would limit development and 1ts re!ated eﬁecte on this
land and habitat. 1 am also pleased by the added non- motonzed recreationel
access to these lands which is-not currently available.“Mineral County should
continue to reap benefits from a healthy and improving Clark Fork system. | am
associated with two fly fishing clubs from Seattle and Spokane, both of which

have large, several day gatherings at St. Regis or Superior most years.



Proposed Koch Addition to Fish Creek WMA

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name ('J) rll TW\ S0

Address (Street/ P.O. Box)**_

Town, Stete ZIP+s_M (S Soula . MT 59902

Affiliation--if you are officially commenting for a group (or business):

Please submit your comménts, arguments, and/or endorsements in the following space. Attach
additional information to this form if you wish. Thank you for your interest in this proposal.

j: am an (ZV[A -%1 ?Té}b’woma.m who has F{bheo[ [’\M‘@cﬁ cmd
camped up Fish Creek, T L support the purchase of the 276
agres From Pcm&w Kocln bm Fuwe AF this himeon our planet s
\9 Ynove Hmmoﬁum(: than tfafafr)romamjlzm the m*fc r.,d”u of
natuye and all J\‘hm%s wild, These fon parcels of land aie 4 Gz;ﬁ“
to ol Mentzimang and 4 quw,u we Can ‘eaue futue uem’mf(on,@

ek fou for youy e ~

Hou Imosi—

YEWE must peceive your comments no later than April 13, 2018

**Optional, but if you provide this information, FWP can later update you on this proposal.



Rose, Sharon itt Lf 8

From: -

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 3:43 PM

To: Rose, Sharcn

Subject: 48 {Barnett)--Public Comment; Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: Tb--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Brooke Barnett

City: Alberton

[ live in Alberton and wholeheartedly support this acquisition -- as a Mineral Co resident and as a public lands recreator,
particularly flyfishing, hiking, and camping. My husband is a hunter and we are in agreement that supporting intact
wildlife habitat should be of highest priority to the state of Montana.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Pubiic Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon JJ“-’—L{Q

From: _

Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 8:10 AM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 48 (Mason)--Public Commeant; Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Ron R. Mason

City: Alberton

I'am highly in favor of this land acquisition. The Fish Creek drainage has been seriously damaged by past checkerboard
ownership and lack of comprehensive management strategy. To bring these lands under a unified management
philosophy with clear goals of restoration and habitat enhancement is the right thing to do. This is great opportunity to
prevent further degradation of Fish Creek at a reasonabie cost for these parcels.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA’ Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon iﬁ_ﬁ’b
From: ]

Sent: Saturclay, March 24, 2018 8,36 AM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 50 (Otis)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Bert Otis

City: Emigrant

Dear Fish Wildlife & Parks Commission,

I support Alternate B, to purchase the 160-acre main-stem property and 116-acre Whitehorse property from Randy Koch
as an addition to the FCWMA. | see no reason not to purchase this land from Randy Koch. In fact I'd like to THANK Mr.
Koch for offering it to the FWP instead of selling to a private party!ll

This addition to FCWMA will make managing all the public land around easier for all agencies.

Please approve. Thank You.

Bert Otis

I

Emigrant, MT 59027

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon itﬁ‘(

From; -

Sent; Sunday, March 25, 2018 2:09 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 51 (Denally)--Public Comment; Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Kevin P. Donally

City: Superior

Hello, these 2 acquisitions should never happen. Just another nail in the coffin to closing the whole Fish Creek area to
the public. I see this as just another "Y to Y"/ Agenda 21pursuit by an out of control MT Fish and Game. You are trying to
build a wolf sanctuary --- needs to stopped now.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition-Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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52

Rose, Sharon

From: Mark Kuipers [N

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 441 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 52 (WSC of TU, Kuipers}--In Support of the Fish Creek Land Acquisition
Attachments; Letter in Support of Fish Creek Land Purchase 3.22.18.docx
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

HiSharon,

See the attached letter in support of this acquisition.

Thanks,

Mark

Mark Kuipers
K Direct

Missoula, MT 55802
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\/—_/\\‘/ “ >
S WestSlope Chapter.

w\*\\ TroutUnlimited

o

March 22.18

Sharon Rose

Comments Coordinator, Region 2
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
3201 Spurgin Rd

Missoula, MT 59804

RE: Fish Creelkt WMA, Koch Addition

The WestSlope Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a conservation and fly fishing education group with
887 members, is in favor of FWP making this land acquisition in Fish Creek. Fish Creek
represents ideal spawning habitat for west slope cutthroat trout and bull trout. This particular
section is ideal for these species and will be protected forever from development which could
threaten these fish.

This is & particularly important purchase as it solidifies public land and public access by tying
into the Fish Creek WMA and the State Park Property.

To show our support of this purchase, the WestSlope Chapter of Trout Unlimited has pledged
$10,000 to its purchase. We believe this is money well spent for our Chapter, our community
and our state.

Thank you,

Marlk Kuipers, President
WestSlope Chapter of Trout Unlimited



Rose, Sharon :&5\5

From: Jan Johnson-Bynon _

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 5:16 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 53 (Bynon & Johnsan-Bynon)--Fish Creek Wildlife Area
Categories: ih--EAs & Sign-ups

We purchased cur land in the Cyr area 18 years age and just recently moved here to make this area our full time
home. We made the decision to buy and settie here based on our love of the wilderness environment & are pleased
there is an effort being made to assure the wilderness of this area is preserved.

We are in full support of the acquisition of an additional 276 acres to the Fish Creek Wildlife Area.

Jim Bynen & Jan Johnson-Bynen

Alberton, MT 59820
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#4544

Rose, Sharon

From: Hannah Nikonow_

Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 10:54 AM

To: Rese, Sharon

Subject: 54 (MC of BHA, Nokinow)--Support for new fand acquisitions in the Fish Creek WMA
Attachments: 2018 FWP purchase of 276 acres in Fish Creek WMA.docx

Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

HiSharon,

Attached is a letter for support for new land acquisitions in the Fish Creek WMA from the Montana Chapter of
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers.

Thank you sincerely,
Hannah

Hannah Jean Nikonow

B issoula, MT 59803
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March 18", 2018

Sharon Rose

Region 2 MTFWP Comment Coordinator
3201 Spurgin Road

Missoula, Montana 59804

To Ms. Sharon Rose:

The Montana Chapter of Backcountry Hunters and Anglers supports the Montana Department of
Fish, Wildlife & Parks and their proposal to acquire two parcels totaling 276 acres in the Fish
Creek Wildlife Management Area. This includes the 116-acre Whitehorse parcel and the 160-
acre Main-Stem Fish Creek parcel.

The Montana Chapter of Backcountry Hunters and Anglers strives to protect large parcels of
backcountry fish and wildlife habitat as well as the opportunity for traditional non-motorized
hunting and fishing experiences. The primary benefits of acquiring this property are highly
aligned with our organization’s values: Protecting forest and riparian corridor that provides vital
habitat for wintering elk, mule deer, white-tailed deer, and moose; protected wildlife
connectivity areas; protecting some of the habitat for bull trout and westslope cutthroat trout;
securing 1.2 miles of riparian habitat along Fish Creek; and maintaining the integrity of the Fish
Creek WMA.

Our members want to see the proposed parcels purchased by the Montana Department of Fish,
Wildlife & Parks so they can be managed for the benefit of fish and wildlife and for public
access. It is fitting that these parcels are being purchased largely using funds raised through the
purchase of hunting licenses, the sale of guns and ammunition, and from Montana Trout
Unlimited. Whether we're just spending a day on the stream or in the woods, are hunting deer,
elk, grouse or bear, are stalking trout, or are watching a big bull trout snatch the trout off the end
of our line, these acquisitions will allow all users quality outdoors experiences in perpetuity.

Our members include 2,000 Montana hunters, angters and others who support the mission of
ensuring North America's outdoor heritage of hunting and fishing in a natural setting, through
education and work on behalf of wild public lands and waters.

Sincerely,

Hannah J. Nikonow, Region 2 Board Member

The Montana Charter of Backcountry Hunters and Anglers

Missoula, Montana 59803




o
Rose, Sharon #b 5
From: Herling, Daphne I GGG

Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2018 9;52 AM
To: Rose, Sharon
Subject: 55 (SMC of MTW, Herling)--Acquisition of the Kech Inholdings, Fish Creek Wildlife

Management Area

Categories: Th--EAs & Sign-ups

Sharon Rose

Comments Coordinator, Region 2
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

3201 Spurgin Rd, Missoula, MT 59804

Subject: Acquisition of the Koch Inholdings, Fish Creek Wildlife Management Area

The Shining Mountains Chapter of the Montana Wildernass Association supports the Montana Department of Fish,
Wildiife and Parks proposed acquisition of the two Koch inholdings within the Fish Creek Wildlife Managemeant Area.
Thesa parcels total 276 acres and include 1.2 miles of riparian habitat along Fish Creek.

The health of the middle Ciark Fork River is directly related to the health of Fish Creek and its forks. Native Bull trout and
west slope cutthroat trout spawn in the forks and tributaries of Fish Creek. Once the trout grow larger, they leave Fish
Creek and spend their adult life in the Clark Fork, returning to the Fish Creek forks and tributaries to spawn.

The riparian habitat in the main stem parcel along Fish Creek {160 acres) also provides habitat for song birds and small
mamimals and wintering habitat for elk, mule deer, white-tailed deer, and moose.

The proposed acguisition also includes the 116-acre Whitehorse parcel that lies hetween Fish Creek and the Great Burn
Recommended Wildernass in the Lolo National Forest. This parcel provides wintering habitat for elk, mule deer, white-
tailed deer, and moose and ensures connectivity between Fish Creek and the Great Burn for other wildlife, inciuding
wolverine, Canada lynx, and in years to come, grizzly bears.

Both acquisitions would ensure public access to these parcels, which are now closed to public access by the landowner.
These two parcels of private land are integral to the wildlife management area and their acquisition assures they will be
managed in ways that are compatible with the remaining 35,041 acres in the wildlife management area.

Sincerely,
Daphne Herling
Volunteer President

Shining Mountains Chapter
Maontana Wilderness Association
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Rose, Sharon

5

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Categories:

severty Dupree |

Friday, March 30, 2018 4:46 PM

Rose, Sharon

Dale Harris; Pat & Sharon Sweeney; Vickie Edwards

56 {GBSG, Harris)--Great Burn Study Group Comments on Koch Proposed Addition
18-03-28 GBSG Fish Creek WMA Koch Proposed Addition comments.doc

1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Please accept these comments on the Koch Preposed Addition.

Thanks!
Beverly
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_m Missouta, Montana 59802

JGREAT BUR

March 29, 2018

Randy Arnold
Regional Supervisor
FWP Region 2

3201 Spurgin Rd.
Missoula, MT 59804

RE: Fish Creek WMA-Proposed Koch Addition
Dear Mr. Arnold,

The Great Burn Study Group (GBSG) Board of Directors and staff wish to
extend our support for the proposed MTFWP acquisition of an additional 276 acres
to the Fish Creek Wildlife Management Area (WMA). GBSG is a local conservation
organization based in Missoula. GBSG’s mission is to conserve the wild and remote
character of the northern Bitterroot Mountains along the Montana/Idaho stateline.
Fish Creek is of great importance to GBSG, not only because of its proximity to the
proposed Great Burn Wilderness, but also because of the drainage’s local and
regional significance for wildlife and native fisheries.

As you know, national, regional state government wildlife agencies and other
organizations have identified the Fish Creek area as a high-quality wildlife corridor
and part of a regional wildlife movement zone linking the Selway-Bitterroot to the
Northern Continental Divide and Selkirk-Cabinet-Yaak Ecosystems. Locally, Fish
Creek is part of a wildlife linkage zone between the Ninemile Valley and the Fish
Creek/Petty Creek area. In addition, a well-known wildlife movement area exists
between Burdette Creck and the proposed Great Burn Wilderness which provides
passage for elk moving to winter range. Also, the Fish Creek drainage is a
stronghold for genetically pure westslope cutthroat trout and supports the largest
fluvial bull trout population in the middle Clark Fork drainage.

GBSG supports FWP’s proposal to acquire the additional acreage for the
WMA. The proposed addition would provide benefits far beyond its boundaries by
permanently protecting a half mile of the main stem of Fish Creek and its riparian
area from habitat degradation. We have further comments and concerns below.

We urge FWP to place priority on fish and wildlife management for the Fish
Creek WMA and the addition, and therefore we recommend that FWP not provide
any formal development on the site. There is a developed area nearby (Forks)
which should offer all the facilities needed to accommodate the public in this area.
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GBSG Comments on Fish Creek WMA Proposed Koch Addition- Pg. 2

Members of GBSG’s board and staff have served on the Minera} County
Resource Advisory Committee since its inception, and also own property in Mineral
County. We support this acquisition as it will enable public access which we know
to be an important issue for county residents. If the property were sold to a private
individual, this access would be at stake.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. This additional acquisition
represents a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to protect the quality of life in western

Montana and to maintain the core values that make western Montana such a special
place.

Sincerely,
Q;Dvh. )Q HL\,\

Dale Harris
Executive Director



Rose, Sharon

From: Kit Fischer

Sent: Monday, April 2, 2018 10:16 AM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 57 {(HHA, Fischer})--Fish Cr. WMA Inhelding Acquisition
Attachments: FishCreekAcquisition3,20.18.pdf

Categories: Tb--EAs & Sign-ups

Sharon,

See attached comments on behalf of Hellgate Hunters and Anglers supporting the Fsih Cr. acquisition.
Thanks,

Kit

19
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HUNTERS 8~ANGLERS

N 115 SCUT A, MT 59807

www.hellgatelnintersandanglers.org

February 12, 2018

C/0 Sharon Rose

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Region 2
3201 Spurgin Rd.

Missoula, MT 59804

RE: Fish Creek WMA I[nholding Acquisition
Dear Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks,

Hellgate Hunters and Anglers {(HHA) works to conserve Montana's wildlife, wild places, and fair-
chase hunting and fishing heritage. On behalf of HHA’s 400+ members and supporters, we
strongly support the department's acquisition of the Koch inholdings in the Fish Creek Wildlife
Management Area. Acquisition of these two parcels of private land assures they will be
managed compatibly with the rest of the wildlife management area.

The Fish Creek area represents some of the most important spawning habitat for west slope
cutthroat trout and bull trout in the middle portion of the Clark Fork. Fish spawned in Fish
Creek tributaries migrate to the Clark Fork as they grow larger, so the health of the Fish Creek
drainage supports the entire system. This area has seen its share of heavy logging and other
abuses over the years, but the fishery and riparian areas flourish with wildlife. Many of our
members recreate in the Fish Cr. drainage and the purchase of these critical inholdings will be a
boon to the areas hunters and anglers.

The riparian habitat in the main stem parce! along Fish Creek (160 acres) also provides habitat
for song birds and small mammals and wintering habitat for elk, mule deer, white-tailed deer,
and moaose.

The proposed acquisition also includes the 116-acre Whitehorse parcel between Fish Creek and
the Great Burn Recommended Wilderness. This parcel provides wintering habitat for elk, mule
deer, white-tailed deer, and moose and ensures connectivity between Fish Creek and the Great
Burn for other wildlife, including wolverine and Canada lynx.
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Hunting and fishing dollars largely fund this purchase: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ($622,500,
Pittman-Robertson), Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks ($207,500, Habitat
Montana), Northwestern Energy {560,000), and Montana Trout Unfimited ($10,000).

Thanks for the opportunity to comment on this acquisition that will benefit Montana's fish and
wildlife and Montana's hunters and anglers.

Sincerely,

s
/'/;ﬂh__._\_

Kit Fischer
President, Hellgate Hunters and Anglers
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Rose, Sharon

From: nick Gevock [N EEEEEEE

Sent: Monday, Aprit 2, 2018 4:33 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 58 (MWF, Geer)--Fish Creek acquisition comments
Attachments: MWTF Fish Creek Aquisition letter of support.pdf
Categories: 1h--EAs & Sign-ups

Dear Sharon Rose,

Please accept these attached official comments from the Montana Wildlife Federation on the proposed additions to
the Fish Creek Wildlife Management Area.

Sincerely,

Nick Gevock
Conservation Director

Mife Federation

Helena, MT 59602

http://www.montanawildlife.org
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MONTANA WILDLIFE

! Protecting Montana's wildlife,
& land, waters and hunting & flshing
i heritage for future generations.

April 2, 2018

C/O Sharon Rose

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Region 2
3201 Spurgin Rd.

Missoula, MT 59804

RE: Fish Creek Wildlife Management Area Inholding Acquisition
Dear Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks,

Since 1936, the Montana Wildlife Federation has worked to protect fish and wildlife and their
habitat in Montana. Our members strongly supported the department's acquisition of the Fish
Creek Wildlife Management Area and we support acquisition of the Koch inholdings, which
consists of two parcels of private land integral to the overall WMA. Their acquisition assures
their management will be compatible with the remaining 35,041 acres of Fish Creek WMA.,

Fish Creek and its tributaries represent some of the most important spawning habitat for west
slope cutthroat trout and bull trout in the middle portion of the Clark Fork River. These two
species spawn in the tributaries, where the young begin their growth. Once the fish are larger,
they migrate downstream to the Clark Fork, returning to the tributaries to spawn after they reach
maturity,

The riparian area in the main stem parcel along Fish Creek (160 acres) also provides habitat for
song birds, small mammals and wintering habitat for elk, mule deer, white-tailed deer and
Mmoose.

The proposed acquisition also includes the 116-acre Whitehorse parcel that lies between Fish
Creek and the Great Burn Recommended Wilderness Area in the I.olo National Forest, This
parcel provides wintering habitat for elk, mule deer, white-tailed deer, and moose and ensures
connectivity between Fish Creek and the Great Burn for other wildlife, including wolverine and
Canada lynx. A radio-collared grizzly bear moved through the Fish Creek drainage in recent
years. In the future, grizzlies may reoccupy this portion of their habitat in western Montana.

Public access is an important priority for MWF and its members. These acquisitions would
assure public access to these parcels in perpetuity,

Hunter dollars are largely funding this purchase: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ($622,500,
Pittman-Robertson), Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks ($207,500, Habitat
Montana), Northwestern Energy ($60,000), and Montana Trout Unlimited ($10,000). These
important contributions show the commitment of Montana hunters to protect important habitat to

_! Helena. Montana 59624 1 t - ! _ I montanawildlife org



ensure wildiife abundance as well as protect key areas to prevent fracturing of habitat.

Thanks for the opportunity to comment on this acquisition that will benefit Montana's wildlife
and Montana's resident and nonresident hunters and anglers.

Sincerely,

Woee L1,
/// /j//a\
Bill Geer

President
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Rose, Sharon

#59

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Sharon,

Rob roberts [

Friday, April 6, 2018 11:31 AM

Rosg, Sharon

59 (TU, Roberts)--Support for Fish Creek Acquisition
TU Project Support Letter - Fish Creek .doc

Please accept the attached letter as Trout Unlimited’s support for the acquisition of 276 acres in the Fish Creek Wildlife

Management Area.
Thanks you very much,

Rob Roberts
Project Manager

Trout Unlimited

Missoula, MT 55802

17



TROUT

UNLIMITED

2 5c

Rob Roberts
Project Manager

April 5, 2018

RE: Fish Creek Acquisition
Dear Sir or Madam:

Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP) proposes to acquire fee title to approximately
276 acres from a private party, as an addition to FWP’s adjacent 35,04 1-acre Fish Creek
Wildlife Management Area (FCWMA). FWP’s stated purpose for purchasing the land is
to manage the important habitat (including 1.2 miles of riparian and fisheries habitat
along Fish Creek) for deer, elk and other wildlife, and to prevent this habitat from
potentially being developed or subdivided.

Trout Unlimited (TU) enthusiastically supports this proposal, based on the high value for
fish and wildlife and the increased public acess and recreational opportunities in
managing the property as part of FCWMA.

TU has actively worked on both public and private land in the Fish Creek watershed and
continues to consider Fish Creek as a high priority area for conservation, protection, and
restoration of aquatic resources in the Clark Fork River basin. TU has developed, funded
and implemented numerous projects in Fish Creek, including the decommissioning of
more than 100 miles of abandoned logging roads, removal of more than 70 culverts or
stream crossings and instream habitat restoration on more than 5 miles of mainstem Fish
Creek.

Expanding the FCWMA will also help continue to provide key public access to Fish
Creek. The area provides many public recreation opportunities such as fishing, boating
and hiking, which is important for our members and the community, Thank you for your

consideration of this important project, and please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have
any questions about our support.

Sincerely,

P

Rob Roberts

Trout Unlimited's mission: To conserve, protect, and restore North America's coldwater fisheries and their watersheds,

02
| www.tu.org
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Rose, Sharon

From: I

Sent: Manday, April ¢, 2018 1:54 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 60 (French)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories; 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: David French
City: Belgrade .
The acquisition of the 276 acre parcel adjacent to the Fish Creek WMA has my full support!

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon ﬁ‘& (

From: _

Sent: Monday, April 9, 2018 3:11 PM

To: Rose, Sharen

Subject: 61 (anon 7)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: th--EAs & Sign-ups

Name:

City:

[ would really enjoy this parcel being open to the public. It is an important area for cut throats and bull trout. | cannot
imagine it becoming broken up into cabins and no longer being able to show my children how great of an area that is.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon

From: I

Sent: Meonday, Aprii 9, 2018 7:52 PM

To: Roseg, Sharon -

Subject: 62 (Kurack)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Tara Kurack
City: Missoula
| fully support FWP's proposal to acquire more acreage in the Fish Creek WMA,

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon

From: I

Sent: Maonday, April 8, 2018 6:27 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 63 (Frawley)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Michae! Frawiey
City: Superior
! support the purchase of this property for the recreational use by the public.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA’ Public Notice Web Page.
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Rose, Sharon . ﬁ‘@"f
From; _

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 6:21 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 64 (anon 8, Justin}--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Additicn--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Justin

City: Misscula

| am strongly in favor of FWP's proposed acquisition of both parcels near the Fish Creek WMA. | believe the acquisition
of these lands will further supplement existing habitat for native species including deer, elk, moase, cutthroat and bull
trout. The designation as both Tier 1 terrestrial and aquatic regional areas reveals how important these parcels are.
There is no downside to this acquisition, especially considering matching funds from partner groups. This land should be
protected from development.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.

12



Rose, Sharon ﬂf éﬁ
From; —

Sent: Thursday, April 12, 2018 10:04 PM

To: Rose, Sharcn

Subject: €65 (anon 9, Troy}--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1b--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Troy

City: Missoula

| support the acquisition of these in-holdings by FWP in the Fish Creek drainage. As a hunter and angler, intact habitats
are important to me.

This e-maif was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA' Public Notice Web Page.,
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Rose, Sharon ﬂ'([@

From: I

Sent: Friday, April 13,2018 3:20 AM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 66 (Hodges)--Public Comment: Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA
Categories: 1h--EAs & Sign-ups

Name: Barry Hodges

City: Missoula

I would like to voice my support of the acquisition of the private land parcels available in the fish creek drainage. Being
able to gain access to the creek and prevent possible development are both things that would be beneficial to the area.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Fish Creek WMA, Koch Addition--Draft EA" Public Notice Web Page.
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Raose, Sharon

From: sack reneau I N

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 10:32 PM

To: sherry socia; Rose, Sharon

Subject: 67 (Reneau)--RE: The link for the grizzly bear article
Rose,

As a Montana resident and hunter, | totally support the Montana’s Dept. of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks acquisition of 276
acres of private land within the Fish Creek Wildlife Management Area.

| would have responded sooner, but 1 only recently heard about the proposed acquisition.
Good luck! !l

William J, “Jack” Reneau

From: Susan Reneau

Sent: Monday, April 09, 2018 6:37 PM

To: Jack Reneau’

Subject: The link for the grizzly bear article

Here is the article about grizzly bear that extensively quotes me as favoring the sale of hunting licenses.

From: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.govs>
Sent: Monday, April 9, 2018 1:51 PM

To:Susan Renea
Subject: RE: I TOTALLY support use of my license money for purchase of private land to become state land for hunting,
fishing and other recreation and tc help wildlife

Here's the link | found to the Montana Magazine article:
hitp://montanamagazines.com/maontana-magazine/bear- warr;ors/artncle 89101992-36a4-11a8-bb50-
97{5736eadc2.html

From: Susan Reneau [

Sent: Saturday, April 7, 2018 12:01 PM

To: Rose, Sharon <shrose @mi.gov>; Crowser, Vivaca <VCrowser@mt.gov>

Subject: RE: | TOTALLY support use of my license money for purchase of private land to become state land for hunting,
fishing and other recreation and 1o help wildlife

| haven't seen the article myself as | don’t get the Montana Magazine but a shorter version of it ran in the Missoulian
that | kept. Vivica should have seen it. The shorter version of the article ran in the Missoulian “Territory” on Sunday,
March 16, front page with Chris Serveen photographed on the front. I'm extensively quoted as a hunter that supports
the hunting of grizzly bear and the issuing of special tags.



From: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 6, 2018 12:23 PM

To: Susan Reneau |
Subject: RE: | TOTALLY support use of my license money for purchase of private land to become state land for hunting,
fishing and other recreation and to help wildlife

Sorry 1 didn’t respond earlier, Susan. I'll pass your article on to some folks here at FWP.
Sharon

From: Susan Reneau [

Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 11:37 AM

To: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>
Subject: RE: | TOTALLY support use of my license money for purchase of private land to become state land for hunting,

fishing and other recreation and to help wildlife
My comments are ALWAYS public. You know me. I'm always getting quoted.

Did you see the big article by Rob Chaney of the Missoulian in The Montana Magazine??? | am heavily quoted and your
department needs to have a copy of the article for your archives. It deals with the grizzly bear delisting and the debate
about hunting. 1 STRONGLY support the hunting of grizzly bear.

Susan Camphell Reneau

From: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2018 4:01 PM

To: Susan Renea [

Cc: Crowser, Vivaca <Vcrowser@mt.gov>

Subject: RE: | TOTALLY support use of my license money for purchase of private land to become state land for hunting,
fishing and other recreation and ta help wildlife

HiSusan,

Thank you for these comments for the proposed addition to Fish Creek WMA.
And ladded you to the distribution list for any further info on this propaosal.
Sharon

Sharon Rose

Comments Cocrdinator, Region 2
Mantanza Fish, Wildlife & Parks

3201 Spurgin Rd, Missoula, MT 55804
406-542-5540

Fax 406-542-5529

shrose@mt.gov

From: Susan Renea. [

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 3:44 PM
To: Rose, Sharon <shrose@mt.gov>; Crowsear, Vivaca <VCrowser@mt.gov>




Subject: | TOTALLY support use of my license money for purchase of private land to become state land for hunting,
fishing and other recreation and to help wildlife

Dear Vivaca and Sharon,

Please mark me as a YES for the purchase of 276 acres of private land within the Fish Creek Wildlife Managemeant Area
that is currently private land for wildlife and recreation. As a hunter and someocne that buys hunting and fishing licenses
simply to support FWP and wildlife, | want my money to go for ANY purchase of any private land for such projects. |
wish we could use cur hunting and fishing tag money for more land,

Thanks.

Susan Campbell Reneau

]
Missoula, MT 59803

Yes, we moved fro
town. We now live We
went from 2,500 square feet to 5,000 square feet so now we have a woman/man cave of all our dead heads and library
books.

From: Crowser, Vivaca <Vcrowser@mt.gov>

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 3:34 FM

To: Undisclosed recipients:

Subject: FWP NEWS: FWP Seeking Comment on Proposed Land Acquisition Within Fish Creek WMA

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—March 18, 2018

FWP Seeking Comment on Proposed Land Acquisition Within Fish Creek WIVIA

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) is seeking comment on a proposal to acquire 276 acres
of private land located within the outer boundaries of Fish Creek Wildlife Management Area
(WMA), west of Missoula.

The proposed addition includes private inholdings that would become part of FWP’s 35,041-
acre Fish Creek WMA. The land would be managed for fish and wildlife habitat and public
access and recreation.

FWP will hold a public hearing in Alberton on Thursday, March 22 at 6:30 p.m. at the Alberton
Community Center (701 Railroad Ave) to discuss the proposal, answer questions, and take
public comment.

The proposed acquisition is important habitat for deer, elk, moose and other wildlife, and
includes over a mile of fisheries habitat along and within Fish Creek that is some of the best
remaining habitat in the area for bull trout and westslope cutthroat.

To review the draft EA and to comment, go to FWP’s website, fwp.mt.gov, under “News,” then
“Recent Public Notices.” Or, request information or comment by contacting Region 2 FWP,
3201 Spurgin Rd., Missoula 59804; by phoning 406-542-5540; or by emailing

shrose@mt.gov. Comments must be submitted by 5p.m. on April 13, 2018.

7



Vivaca Crowser

Information & Education Program Manager
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Region 2
3201 Spurgin Road |Missoula, MT 59804
(desk) 406.542.5518 | (cell) 406.240.2004
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Rose, Sharon

From: tush zeckheir [

Sent: Thursday, April 12, 2018 12:49 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 68 (Zackheim}--Fish Creek WMA - Proposed Acquisition
Categories: ib--EAs & Sign-ups

| strongly support the Fish Creek Wildlife Management Area Proposed Acquisition of Kech Inholdings, as described in the
March 2018 environmental analysis. This is an exceptional chance to ohtain key recreational land for the public and to
conserve top-natch fish and wildlife habitat. The proposal also helps protect the considerable existing public investment
in the Fish Creek WMA.

We are fortunate that the current private landowner is willing to sell these parcels at their appraised value. The
alternative — which we have seen in too many areas across Montana that have similar stream and forest atiributes — is
far these lands to be developad with second homes, locked gates, and no-trespassing signs. Also as we have seen across
Mantana, that kind of development damages public recreation and fish & wildlife hahitat over a much larger area than
just the developed acreage, removing many square miles from hunting and other recreation when homes are built in the
middle of an expanse of public open space.

Stream parcels with the quality of Fish Creek are rare and often much more expensive than proposed here. Mareover,
easily accessible stream parcels (like this one on Fish Creek) provide great family recreation opportunities, supporting
our kids and maintaining the public outdoor heritage that all Montanans value so highly.

This is a good deal and the public will chtain great benefit fram its approval. Thanks for putting it together and for the
opportunity to comment. 1 urge the decisionmakers at all levels to move forward on this project and complete this fand
acquisition,

Hugh Zackhaim

Helena, MT 59601
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MONTANA

5 April 2018
RE: Fish Creek Acquisition
Dear Sir or Madam:

Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP) proposes to acquire fee title to
approximately 276 acres from a private party, as an addition to FWP's adjacent
35,04 1-acre Fish Creek Wildlife Management Area (FCWMA). FWP’s stated purpose
for purchasing the land is to manage the important habitat {including 1.2 miles of
riparian and fisheries habitat along Fish Creek) for deer, elk and other wildlife, and
to prevent this habitat from potentially being developed or subdivided,

Representing our approximately 4,300 members statewide, Montana Trout
Unlimited (MTU) enthusiastically supports this proposal, based on the high value for
fish and wildlife and the increased public acess and recreational opportunities in
managing the property as part of FCWMA.

MTU has actively worked on both public and private land in the Fish Creek
watershed and continues to consider Fish Creek as a high priority area for
conservation, protection, and restoration of aquatic resources in the Clark Fork
River basin, including native westslope cutthroat trout, Along with our national TU
partners, MTU has developed, funded and implemented numerous projects in Fish
Creek, including the decommissioning of more than 100 miles of abandoned logging
roads, removal of more than 70 culverts or stream crossings and instream habitat
restoration on more than 5 miles of mainstem Fish Creek.

Expanding the FCWMA will also help continue to provide key public access to Fish
Creek. The area provides many public recreation opportunities such as fishing,
boating and hiking, which is important for our members and the community. Thank
you for your consideration of this important project, and please don’t hesitate to
contact us if you have any questions about our support.

Sincerely,

e 222

David Brooks, Executive Director, Montana Trout Unlimited



Rose, Sharon :bt-’m

From: David Brooks [ EGNNEEENGE

Sent: Friday, April 6, 2018 5:04 PM

To: Rose, Sharon

Subject: 69 (MTU, Brooks)}--FCWMA comment

Attachments: image001.,jpg; ATTO0001.htm; 2018-04 Fish Creek acquisition letter.pdf; ATTOC002 htm
Hello,

Please consider the attached tetter as comment on the FWP Fish Creek WMA acquisition and provide confirmation that
you have received this comment.

Thank you,

David Brooks

Executive Director
Montana Trout Unlimited
Office

Cell:



Rose, Sharon ’#?D

IR
From: Vickie Edwards ||| G
Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 12:55 PM
To: Rose, Sharon
Cc: Bradley, Liz; Knotek, William
Subject: 70 (FVLT, Sherrill)--LOS: Fish Creek WMA-Koch Addition
Attachments: VE Sighaturejpeg; ATTOO001.txt; 2018-04-09 FWP-Fish Creek-Koch Addition_LOS-

FVLT.pdf

Hello Sharon,

I have attached the Five Valleys Land Trust letter of support for the Koch property acquisition in Fish Creek. Please let
me know if you have any questions.

Thank you!
Vickie
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Missoula, MT 598071

_ wiww fvlt.org

April 9, 2018

Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks
Attn: Randy Arnold

3201 Spurgin Road

Missoula, MT 59804

RE: Fish Cresk WMA, Koch Addition
Dear Mr, Arnold,

Five Valleys Land Trust (Five Valleys) supports the proposed 276-acre Koch addition to the 35,041-acre Fish
Creek Wildiife Management Area (Fish Creek WMA). The proposed addition would conserve important fish
and wildlife habitat and connectivity, provide additional public access, and improve Montana Fish, Wildlife
and Parks' (FWP) management of the Fish Creek WMA.

When FWP acquired the Fish Creek WMA from The Nature Conservancy as part of the Montana Legacy
Project, there were several key private inholdings that were not included in the conservation effort, The
unprotected status of these parcels threatens the connectivity that is essential for fish and wildlife, especially
for bult trout recovery. The proposed addition would permanently protect a significant reach of Fish Creak
from habitat degradation and would facilitate future enhancement activities. Outside of the Blackfoot, Fish
Creek is the most important sironghold for bull frout in the middle Clark Fork region and many of the bull
trout found in the Clark Fork are reared in Fish Creek, An intact migratory corridor and rearing area in the
main stem is vital to this bull trout population, In addition to the fisheries values, the riparian and upland
habitats on the proposed addition provides habitat for a suite of species, including: moose, grizzly bear, wild
turkey, little brown myotis, rufous hummingbird and flammulated owls, Also, the connectivity of the
Whitehorse Gulch parcel provides an important migratery corridor for elk and mule deer between summer
and winter ranges. Providing well-managed public access to these exceptional conservation values will
benefit the citizens of Montana.

Five Valleys has partnered with FWP on multiple projects within the Fish Creek drainage to transition these
critical pareels from private to public ownership, In 2016, FWP requested Five Valleys' assistance in acquiring
the Koch properties in order to protect its conservation values and provide additional public access and
opportunities, We appreciate the opportunity to work once again with FWP to protect this special place for
people, and fish and wildlife,

Sincerely, N

ol oo

Amber Sherrill
Executive Director

CRED; Board of Directors:
. .r% Mary Babson . David Banks . §im Brown .« Ken Burd. Jim Cusker. Mary Lynn Eiseman . Julie Fogarty. Mike Foote
. Juiie Gardrer . Denny Iversen . Kathy McAllister. John Rimel » Kristin Tessman » Pam Yolkmann. Rick Wishcamper




Rose, Sharon

AT
From: Pat & Sharon Sweeney—
Sent: Thursday, April 12, 2018 9:08 AM
To: Rose, Sharon
Subject: 71 (NWW, Sweeney)--Fish Creek EA Comments
Attachments: Fish Creek NWW Comments Apr 2018.pdf

Greetings, please accept the attached Ninemile Wildlife Workgroup’s comments on the Fish Creek WMA Draft EA.

Thanks

Pat Sweeney
Chairperson, Ninemile Wildlife Workgroup




Aprit 12, 2018

Attn: Sharon Rose
shrose@mt.gov

Re: Fish Creek Wildlife Management Area Draft EA
Dear Sharon

Please accept our comments on the Fish Creek Wildlife Management Area Draft EA
from the Ninemile Wildlife Workgroup.

The Ninemile Wildlife Workgroup is a group of Huson/Ninemile/Alberton residents and
others committed to promoting knowledge and stewardship of wildlife and habitats
within these communities and surrounding public lands. Details about our organization
can be found on our website: hitp://www.ninemilewildlife.org/. Much of our mission area
is a Forest Service demographic connectivity area for grizzly bears and all of it is an
important connectivity area between the Bitterroot, the Northern Continental Divide, and
the Selway/Cabinet Yaak ecosystems. This area provides a biological bridge permitting
migration and genetic exchange between these vast islands of security for far-ranging
species of wildlife to persist.

The lands of the Fish Creek State Park and Wildlife Management Area are a critical
component of the bridge between these ecosystems. We have previously commented
on Fish Creek State lands on February 6, 2014, and on November 6, 2015 and we
remain interested in the management of this area. Many in our group commonly use this
area for a variety of recreational pursuits such as fishing, hunting, and wildlife viewing.
Some of us have read your EA and have atiended the public meeting in Alberton on
March 22, 2018.



Most importantly to the Ninemile Wildlife Workgroup is that the habitat for wildlife and
fish, and the wild characteristics of Fish Creek are enhanced and protected. Adding the
two parcels as described in alternative B would best protect these values and we fully
endorse the adoption of Alternative B. Adding these parcels would block up an
additional 276 acres into public ownership, enhancing the value of these lands for the
fish and wildlife and for the people who enjoy them. The parcel along the main stem of
Fish Creek is especially important to maintain the premier bull trout and westslope
cutthroat trout fish habitat while protecting it from private development. Acquiring this
piece would provide additional parking and accessibility to a relatively flat and open
section of the creek that families and the elderly could enjoy. Both parcels currently do
not allow public access. Adding them to the Wildlife Management Area would augment
recreation opportunities and increase visitation that will help the economy of
surrounding communities.

The Board of Directors of the Ninemile Wildlife Workgroup requests that you select
alternative B and acquire the two Koch properties.

Sincerely,

fok S

Pat Sweeney
Chair of the Board





