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Background

Walleye were recently illegally introduced into Swan Lake. Swan Lake contains native bull trout and
westslope cutthroat trout and introduced lake trout, kokanee salmon, northern pike, yellow perch, and
rainbow trout. ARM 12.7.1503, concerning unauthorized placements of fish, provides guidance for
how FWP responds to recent unauthorized fish introductions. Instituting mandatory catch-and-kill
regulations is one of the identified management actions in the ARM. There currently is no harvest limit
for walleye in the Western Fishing District. The proposed regulation is designed to act as a
disincentive to unauthorized fish introductions and provide FWP with captured walleye for subsequent
analyses. Anglers will not be able to release caught walleye and must turn in the whole fish to FWP.
Reporting and turn-in time periods are standard for regulated wildlife species. Below is the proposed
mandatory catch-and-kill harvest and reporting regulation for walleye on Swan Lake, the Swan River,
and its tributaries:

SWAN LAKE and SWAN RIVER including its TRIBUTARIES
o Walleye: All walleye caught must be killed immediately, kept, and the entire fish turned in to
FWP. Anglers must report the walleye harvest within 24 hours of capture by calling the
Kalispell FWP Headquarters Office (406-752-5501). Arrangements will be made to turn in the
whole fish within 10 days. Within regular weekday business hours, walleye may be turned in to
any FWP Office.

Public Involvement Process & Results

FWP produced press releases, participated in numerous multi-media interviews, and provided
information to news subscribers and via social media platforms. The issue was well covered and
received wide distribution across newspapers, television, radio and social media. No public process
prior to the Fish & Wildlife Commission meeting occurred for the proposed change in fishing
regulations.

Alternatives and Analysis

e No Action: If no change in fishing regulations occurs (currently there is no daily bag limit on
walleye), anglers can catch-and-release or harvest walleye for consumption.

e Authorize new regulation: Mandatory catch and kill prevents releasing live fish back to Swan
Lake or the Swan drainage, helping to limit establishment of an illegally introduced species.
Mandatory turn in of fish to FWP prevents harvest for consumption and provides information
relevant to biological and criminal investigations.

Agency Recommendation & Rationale

FWP recommends approval of the proposed regulation in an effort to help limit the potential harm
from this unauthorized species introduction, and to provide a disincentive to future unauthorized fish
introductions.

Proposed Motion
I move to approve a mandatory Kill, report, and turn in fishing regulation as recommended by FWP for
walleye caught from Swan Lake or the Swan River and its Tributaries.



