
The "Golden Rules" for retrieving 

game meat out of bear country: 

► When hunting in grizzly country, the golden rule
is" get the elk or deer out of the area as quickly

as possible." The longer a carcass remains lying

on the ground, hung up in hunting camp, or in
the back of a truck, the more likely it will be

discovered by a grizzly. The sooner elk and deer

are taken home and butchered, the better.

► Some grizzly bears may move in the direction of

gunshots because they have learned to
associate hunting activities with a gut pile or

animal carcass.

► Carcasses left for a period of time require special

precautions. Carry a colored, lightweight tarp or

space blanket. Put the guts on the tarp and drag

them as far away from the carcass as possible.
Then use the tarp to cover the carcass. This will

reduce the scent trail from the gut pile to the

carcass, and discourage birds and a bear's

attention to the carcass. Locate an observation

point 200 yards (if possible) away from the
carcass with a clear line of sight. Before leaving,

walk to the observation point and memorize

the site. If you are going to grizzly country to

hunt, camp, or hike you may be required by

USFS to follow food/carcass storage regulations.

You can find and read these "Food Storage
Regulations" by going to http://bit.ly/bearreg.

► When returning, approach the carcass carefully.

Yell or whistle repeatedly. With binoculars study

the scene from the observation point and scan

the area for the carcass and any movement. If a

grizzly bear is at the site or the meat has been

covered by a bear with debris and is not

salvageable, report the incident to FWP. Hunters

who have lost an animal to a grizzly may be

eligible for another license.

► Do not attempt to frighten away or haze a grizzly

that does not leave a carcass when it becomes

aware of you.

If you live in grizzly country, do not hang carcasses 
behind the house or in the garage for extended 

periods. Big game carcasses stored outside should 
be hung from a pulley attached to a stout 

15-foot-long "meat pole" that is at least 25 feet off

the ground. The lowest portion of the elk or deer

should be swinging from the center of the pole and

at least 10 feet off the ground. Grizzly and black

bears have been known to climb trees and stand on

obJects in order to reach attractants.

► Bears are opportunists and change their behavior

in order to take advantage of new food sources. So

if you are hunting or living in grizzly country, always

assume that grizzlies are in the area and make sure

your camps, cabins and homes are bear proof, and
that bear attractants are unavailable or contained.
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